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Damascus to the Euphrates. A number of his Amirs had been
made governors in the towns he had captured, as in Aleppo,
Hamah, Horns, and other towns. It was said that Ibn al-
Hanash had sent an official communication to the Sultan
to urge him to dispatch an expedition quickly, before Ibn
'Othman had time to advance on Gaza. Then the Sultan
conferred a robe of honour on Kadi EAbd al-Kerlm, and went
down to his house.

On Monday, the 29th, the Sultan gave a robe of honour to
the son of the successor of Seyyid Ahmed al-BedawI, who
had been killed by Ibn 'Othman in Aleppo, and appointed
him in his father's stead. The newly appointed successor
left the citadel with a great procession with banners held
above him, and preceded by all the Ahmadiyyeh dervishes.

After the conferring of the appointments they went down
to the citadel, wearing their badges of honour, and were
received with loud acclamations by the people of Cairo, who
lined the streets to view the procession. These judges assumed
their offices at a time when Cairo was in extreme consternation
on account of Ibn 'Othman.

On the same day the Sultan gave the final instalment of
pay to the troops detailed for the expedition, and the latter
began to make their preparations for departure to Gaza, It
was said that the Sultan paid about 2,000 of these Memlooks.

On Friday Malik al-'Umara Jan Bird! al-Ghazall, Governor
of Damascus, went up to the citadel and joined the Sultan
in the Friday prayers. Then the Sultan conferred on him
a robe of honour and gave him the rank of Pasha in command
of the troops detailed for the expedition. On leaving the
citadel the Pasha went to his tent at Raidanniyyeh,
[79] leaving the city without a regular procession, being pre-
ceded merely by some led horses, drummers, and torch-
bearers and going before the Amirs and troops.

On Saturday, the 5th, the Sultan ordered the expeditionary
troops to leave the city that day, in order to join the Pasha,
saying that whoever failed to start would be dealt with